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He felt that this was particularly true of a period of
social transition. Jjtihad is excellent; but only when there
is security and safety12 and a stable society. " He felt that
society, while passing through a stage of change, was liable to
lose connection with past culture and civilisation. For this
reason, Iqbal was never tired of emphasising the great
value of remembering the past: ...
Yea, it is true, I keep my eyes on ancient times.
And tell the members of the Assembly the old story "1S.
This curious position, that during a time of change and
social disintegration, taqlid is better than an otherwise
laudable ijtihdd, is another wording of the proposition that
one may change social forms at will provided one does not
do so when social forms are being changed. One such time
is, of course, the present. It means again that Iqbal was
happier about talking of innovation than about seeing inno-
vations practised.
His attitude on this point betrays him as sharing the
conservative liberal fear that Islam as an institution, an
ideal form, may disappear.
This brings us to the point at which both his religion is
most idealist, and his politics most disastrous : namely, com-
munalism. He deprecated nationalism, after he saw its
disreputable outcome in Europe; and he yearned for a
world-wide society of brotherhood and peace. In many of
his poems he addressed * the world * and not only Muslims ;
and his vision was certainly as inclusive as humanity. None
the less, one could cite point after point in which he was
in fact communal; and certainly he has been exploited most
loudly and most si^fcessfully by the communalists. He
rebutted the charge, when it was laid against him: " The
object of my Persian Poems is not to 'plead* for Islam.
Really I am keenly interested in the search for a better
social order; and, in this search, it is simply impossible to
ignore an actually existing social system the main object of
which is to abolish all distinction of race, caste and colour"14.
This statement of his motive was no doubt true, and